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ELIMINATION OF ILLITERACY IN SIGHT

Although there were k4,719,870 illiterates in tugoslavia when the Ccmmmniets
came to power, 14,077 of them had learned to read and write by the end of 1945,
and ower 500,000 in 1947.

i In Serbia, vhers there were abcut 1,500,000 1lliterates at ‘the time of the
Yiveration, over 210,000 persone lesrmed to read and write in 1946. By the end
of 1949 there will be only about 100,000 illiterates in Serbia, all of vhom will
qualify during the 1949/50 school year

In Montenegro, where there wsre b4 725 11literates before the 1ibexation,
38,275 mon and women had learnsd to read and write by the end of 1948, leaving only
6,&50 j11iterates, who will atterd literacy courses this year.

Croatia, which had 236,663 illiterates before the liberation, now has only
66,663. By the enl of 1940, 1lliteracy will be entirely eliminated in Crostia
end in Montenegro.

In Bosnia and Hercegovina, whers there were 702,000 1lliterates at the time
uof the liberation, 382,582 hed learned to read amd write by 1948. In Macedonis,
100,508 of the 265,236 illiterates have learnmed to read and write.

Since the beginning of this year, 8,777 1lliterates in Croatia, 33,365 in
Macedonia, and 18,645 in Serbia nave learned tc read and write.

In Slovenia, where illiteracy is lowest, the literacy campaign is very weak
~ and poorly organized, although there 1s no objective reason why iliiteracy should
not have besn eliminated long ago. At the time of the liberation there wers
, 10,095 1lliterates in Slovenia, only 3,64l of vhom have learned to read and write,
’ and 1lliteracy is not expected to be wiped out there this year. The contrast
’ with the striking progress in backward Montenegro is striking.
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